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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
This listing of claims will rq)lace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
appHcation. 


with a bone portion, comprising: 

a longitudinal mombcr conn e ctablo witia - a bon e portion^ - 

a fastener having a longitudinal axis and engageable with the bone portion 
to connect said longitudinal member to the bone portion; 

a housing having a first passage configured to receive said longitudinal 
member, said housing having a second passage with a longitudinal axis extending 
transverse to said first passage, said fastener extending through an opening in said 
housing into said second passage and being movable relative to said housing, said 
longitudinal axis of said fastener being positionable in any one of a plurality of 
desired angular positions relative to said longitudinal axis of said second passage, 
the second passage having a horizontal indentation; 

a spacer received in said second passage of said housing and engageable 
witii said fastener and said longitudinal member and having a radial surfi ice below 
said indentation : and 

a member engaging both the horizontal indentation in the second passage 
and tiie radial surface of the spacer that applies an axial force to the spacer to 
preventisg relative movement between said fastener and said housing and holding 
said longitudinal axis of said fastener in any one of said plurality of desired 
angular positions relative to said longimdinal axis of said second passage when 
said longitudinal member is disengaged firom said spacer and said spacer engages 
said fastener, said fastener and said housing being manually movable relative to 
each other against said force when said longitudinal member is disengaged from 
said spacer and said member applies said force; 


1, 


(Currently Amended) 


An apparatus fnr r.nnnectine a longitudinal member 
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a olomping meohamsm that otompo oaid longitudinal m e mber T ^iQid opac e r 
and Qoid housing to said fostonor to provont mov e ment of said fastonor rolatlvc to 
said housing . 

2. (Previously presented) An apparatus as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
member is an axially compressible member is an axial compressible member. 

3. (Original) An e^paratus as defined in claim 1 wherein said mmiber is a 
spring member engaging said housing and said spacer. 

4. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 3 wherein said member includes a 
ring member extending into a groove in said spacer and a groove in said housing. 

5, (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 4 wherein said ring member has a 
gap to permit radial contraction and radial expansion of said ring member. 

6, (CanceledX 

7, (Original) An ^paratus as defined in claim 4 wherein said ring member is 
arched when said ring member is disengaged firom said housing and said spacer. 

8» (Previously presented) An epparatus as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
festener includes a first part spherical surface engageable with a part spherical surface of said 
housing. 

9. (Original) An apparatuis as defined in claim 8 wherein said fastener includes a 
second part spherical surface engageable with said spacer. 

10. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 9 wherein said fastener includes a 
surface engageable with said spacer to limit relative movement between said fastener and said 
housing. 

11. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 10 wherein said second part 
spherical sur&ce has a diameter smaller than a diameter of said first part spherical surface, said 
surface engageable with said spacer to limit relative movement between said fastener and said 
housing extending between said first and second pan spherical surfaces. 
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12. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 1 wherein said spacer has an 
opening through which a tool extends to engage said fastener when said longiradinal member is 
disengaged from said spacer. 

13- (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim I wherein said spacer includes 
slots that receive a tool for inserting said spacer into said housing. 

14* (Cnrrentiy Amended) An apparatus as defined in claim 1 further 
comprising a longitudinal member and a damning mechanism, and wherein said clamping 
mechanism includes a threaded member threadably engageable with said housing. 

15. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 14 wherein said threaded member 
engages said longitudinal member to clamp said longitudinal member against said spacer. 

16. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 14 wherein said threaded member 
and said housing have a buttress thread. 

17. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for oonnecti ng a longitudinal m^ab^ 
with a bone portion^ comprising: 

a longitudinal member connootoblo - with a bono pordon; 

a fastener having a longitudinal axis and engageable with the bone portion 
to connect said longitudinal member to die bone pordon; 

a housing having a first passage configured to receive said longimdinal 
member^ said housing having a second passage with a longitudinal axis extending 
transverse to said first passage, said fastener extending through an opening in said 
housing into said second passage and being movable relative to said housing, said 
longitudinal axis of said fastener being positionable in any one of a pluraUty of 
desired angular positions relative to said longitudinal axis of said second passage^ 
the second passage having a horizontal retention structure: 

a spring member that applies an axial force preventing relative movement 
between said fastener and said housing and holding said longimdinal axis of said 
fastener in any one of said plurality of desired angular positions relative to said 
longitudinal axis of said second passage, said fastener and said housing being 
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manually movable relative to each other against said force when said spring 
member applies said force; and 

a strucnjre having a relaxed state and a compressed state and engaging 
both the horizontal retention smicture of the housing and the s pring member to 
provide said axial force: said smicture being in the compressed state when 
engaging the housing a nd rhe <g pring memben 

a olnmping m ^ fil^^Ti^'^^iri that clamps said longitudinal mombor and said 
houging to ooid fast e ner to provont movomont o - f oaid fastener r e lativo to said 
houiring r 

18. (Currently Amended) An apparatus as defined in claim 4-17wherein said 
spring member and said structure are separate m embers, m o mbor applies said ajeiol force to said 
spaoor to prev e nt said - factoner and said housing from moving rolativo to oooh otfagr> 

19. (Currently Amended) An apparatus as defined in claim 4^17 wherein said 
m«»b^ structure engages a n indentation radially ojctonding surf iaee on said hoxising and a 
radially extending surface on said $pde^ spring memb^ . 

20. (Currently Amended) An apparatus as defined in claim 19 wherein said 
indentation comprises a radially ex tftnHirtp; fgii rface and wherein said radially extending surface on 
said housing at least partially defines a circumferential groove in said housing, said gQimg 
member comprises a mdially extending curfooo on said spaoor at least partially dofining a 
circumforontial groove in ooid spacer. 

21. (Currently Amended) An apparatus as defined in claim 20 wherein said 
spacer includes first and second radially extending surfaces and an axially extending surface 
defining 5^ a groove in said spacer 

22. (Previously presented) An apparatus as defined in clahn 4 wherein said 
spacer includes first and second radially extending surfaces and an axially extending surface 
defining said groove in said spacer. 
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23, (Currently Amended) An apparatus as defined in claim 4? 20 wherein said 
spring member applies said axial force to said spacer to prevent said fastener and said housing 
from moving relative to each other. 


24. 

(Canceled) 

25. 

(Canceled) 

26. 

(Canceled) 

27. 

(Canceled) 

28. 

(Canceled) 

29. 

(Canceled 

30. 

(Canceled) 

31. 

(Canceled) 

32. 

(Canceled) 

33 

(Canceled) 

34. 

(Canceled) 

35. 

(Canceled) 

36. 

(Canceled) 

37. 

(Canceled) 

38. 

(Canceled) 

39. 

(Canceled) 

40. 

(Canceled) 

41. 

(Canceled) 

42. 

(Canceled) 
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43. (Canceled) 

44. (Canceled) 

45. (Canceled) 

46. (Canceled) 

47. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for connecting a longiD idiiial member 
with a bone portion comprising: 

a longitudinal m e mb e r ooim e otobto H ^th a bono portion - 

a fastener having a longitudinal axis and engageable with the bone portion 
to connect said longitudinal member to the bone portion; 

a housing having a first passage configured to receive said longitudinal 
member, said hotising having a second passage with a longitudinal axis extending 
transverse to said first passage, said festener extending through an opening in said 
housing into said second passage, said housing being movable relative to said 
fastener, said longitudinal axis of said second passage being positionable in any 
one of a plurality of desired angular positions relative to said longitudinal axis of 
said fastene r, the second passage having a horizontal indentation: 

a spacer received in said secotid passage of said housing and engageable 
with said fastener and said longitudinal membe r, the spacer being positioned 
below said horizontal indentation ; 

a member that applies ftnprflprjnp; hoth the horizontal indentation and the 
spacer to aoplv an axial force holding said longitudinal axis of said second 
passage of said housing in any one of said plurality of desired angular positions 
relative to said longitudinal axis of said fastener when said longitudinal member is 
disengaged from said spacer and said spacer engages said fastener, said fastener 
and said housing being manually movable relative to each odier against said force 
when said longitudinal member is disengaged from said spacer and said member 
applies said forccj-aad 
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a - olomping mochaniian that damps said longitudinal mombor, odd spac e r 
and Gaid housing to soid - factoner - to pr e vent movom e nt of said houping - relativ e to 
sdd fast e ia ef ■ 


a longitudinal member connectable with a bone portion; 

a fastener having a longitudinal axis and engageable with the bone portion 
to connect said longitudinal member to the bone portion; 

a housing having a first passage configured to recdve said longitudinal 
member^ said housing having a second passage with a longitudinal axis extending 
transverse to said first passage* said fastener extending through an opening in said 
housing into said second passage and being movable relative to said housing, said 
longitudinal axis of said fastener being positionable in any one of a plurality of 
angular positions relative to said longitudinal axis of said second passage; 

a spacer received in said second passage of said housing and engageable 
with said fastener and said longitudinal member, 

a mOTiber that applies a fiorce to prevent relative movement between said 
fftgtianer and said housing when said longitudinal member is disengaged from said 
spacer and said spacer engages said fastener) said fastener and said housing being 
manually movable relative to each other against said force when said longitudinal 
member is disengaged ftom sdd spacer and sdd member applies sdd force; and 

a clamping mechanism that clamps said longitudinal member, sdd spacer 
and sdd housing to sdd fastener to prevent movement of sdd fastener relative to 
sdd housing; 

sdd member being a spring member engaging sdd housing and sdd 
spacer, sdd member including a ring member extending into a groove in sdd 
spacer and a groove in sdd housing; sdd ring member having a gap to permit 
radial contraction and radial expandon of sdd ring member; 


48. (Previously presented) 


An apparatus comprising: 
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said spacer including axially extending slots that receive a tool for 
inserting said spacer and said ring member into said housing, said slots 
intersecting said groove in said spacer to permit engagement of said tool with said 
spring member to radially contract said spring member into said groove in said 
spacer. 

49. (Currently amended) An apparatus comprising: 

a longitudinal member connectable with a bone portion; 

. a fastener having a longitudinal axis and engageable with the bone portion 
to connect said longitudinal member to the bone portion; 

a housing having a first passage configured to receive said longitudinal 
member, said housing having a second passage with a longitudinal axis extending 
transv^e to said first passage, said fastener extending through an opening in said 
housing into said second passage and being movable relative to said housing, said 
longitudinal axis of said fastener being positionable in any one of a plurality of 
angular positions relative to said longitudinal axis of said second passage; 

a spacer received in said second passage of said housing and engageable 
with said £aistener and said longitudinal member; 

a member including means for applying a force to prevent relative 
movement between said fastener and said housing when said longitudinal member 
is disengaged firom said spacer and said spacer engages said fastener, said member 
including means for permitting manual movement of said fastener and said 
housing relative to each other against said force when said longitudinal member is 
disengaged bom said spacer and said force is applied; and 

a clampmg mechanism that clamps said longitudinal member, said spacer 
and said housing to said fastener to prevent movement of said fastener relative to 
said housing 

said member being a spring member engaging said housing and said 
spacer, said member including a ring member extending into a groove in said 
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spacer and a groove in said housing, said ring member having a gap to permit 
radial contraction and radial expansion of said ring member; 

said spacer including axially extending slots that receive a tool for 
inserting said spacer and said ring member into said housing, said slots 
intersecting said groove in said spacer to pennit engagement of said tool with said 
spring member to radially contract said spring member into said groove in said 
spacer. An appanama as sot forth in claim 1 wh e r e in said houaing and oaid 
fastoncar ore univorGoHy pivotoble relative to oaoh oth e r. 


so. 

(Canceled) 

51. 

(Canceled) 

52. 

(Canceled) 

S3. 

(Canceled) 

54. 

(Canceled) 

ss. 

(Canceled) 

56. 

(Canceled) 

57. 

(Canceled) 

58. 

(Canceled) 

59. 

(Canceled) 
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